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Inside this issue: GTD CHALLENGE 

The Prayer Ministry Team is adding an ounce of                             

encouragement to our  Love To Pray series with our            

Guest Through The Door Challenge! 

Each week every adult and child who brings a different 

guest to church can fill out the color specific entry slip at 

the Welcome Center, to win a basket that includes a $50 

Walmart Gift card (adult) or a $25 Walmart Gift Card 

(child).  

GTD Challenge runs though the final Sunday of the                

Love To Pray series on Dec.8th.  Winners will be                        

announced Sunday, Dec 15th.  

 

Church Office 

Closed  

December 24 

December 25 

January 1st 

Singing Seniors with Denny Byrd and Friends 

December 22th 

6:00 PM 

 

 



Church 

1190 Stahlheber Rd 

Hamilton, OH 45013 

 

Phone  

513-863-7553 

Fax  

513-863-7552 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:30— 2:30 

 

From Dan’s Desk 

Church Staff 

Dan Knisley                          

Senior Minister 

Dan@wscchamilton.org 

 

Daniel Stephens                          

Associate Minister of                 

Teens and Worship 

Daniel@wscchamilton.org 

 

Lance Whitehurst                    

Minister to Children 

Lance@wscchamilton.org 

 

Ellen Sippel                          

Secretary 

Ellen@wscchamilton.org 
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THE PEACE OF CHRISTMAS 

  

Christmas is the most beautiful time of the year. We can all fondly 

remember snow-covered houses, brightly-lit Christmas trees, and 

family gatherings that warm our hearts and give us peace and joy. 

 

But the greatest peace we can possibly have at Christmas or any 

time of the year is the peace the angels spoke of to the shepherds 

that night in Bethlehem-that the Savior has come.  The Bible tells 

us “For He Himself is our peace” (Ephesians 1:14) Through Jesus 

we have peace with God because the hostility caused by sin has 

been done away with at the cross. And through Jesus we as       

Christians have peace with one another. Colossians 3:15 tells us 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 

one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.” 

 

Our Christmas wish to all of you is that the peace known in       
Bethlehem that night will be known in your hearts and in your 
homes as we make room therein for the Savior-the Prince of Peace. 
 
 
      For Him, 
      Dan 
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THIS WILL BE THE LAST MISSION SPOTLIGHT  

"{If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross, and follow 

Me” (Matthew 16:24). 

 
What do we mean when we ask God to bless the missionaries? Jesus did not pray that God would rescue 

the disciples from the hardships of the world. He asked the father to “keep them from the evil one” (Jn. 

17:15). After Saul’s Damascus Road experience, Christ said He would show Paul “how many things he 

must suffer” for Jesus’ name (Acts 9:16). God’s call upon the life of a missionary (or any believer for that 

matter) does not remove the reality of pain, suffering, sickness, and persecution. This theme of serving 

Christ through persecution and suffering is both a biblical and historical reality. 

 
How many of us have heard the testimonies and requests of persecuted house church leaders in China. 

They plead with us not to pray for the suffering and persecution to end, but rather for God to be glorified 

through the persecution. With persecution comes kingdom growth. It has always been so. Tertullian said 

the blood of the Christians is holy seed. Christ said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 

himself and take up his cross, and follow Me” (Mt. 16:24). 

 
So, perhaps we should pray less for the “success,” happiness, and comfort of the missionaries and more for 

their endurance and character as crosscultural disciplers. In their book, Called to Reach: Equipping Cross-

cultural Disciplers, Yount and Barnett identify eight characteristics of effective missionaries. When we 

pray for the missionaries (expatriates and locals), perhaps we should pray that they would: 

 
1. Depend on the Holy Spirit in all they do (spiritual character). 

 
2. Live according to the teachings of the Bible (biblical character). 

 
3. Be good thinkers and teachers across cultural barriers (rational character). 

 
4. Be willing to suffer with those they witness to (compassionate character). 

 
5. Endure as they suffer for the sake of the gospel (impassioned character). 

 
6. Build lasting, witnessing relationships (relational character). 

 
7. Stay focused on God’s mission, not their own (maturational character). 
 

 MISSION SPOTLIGHT  MISSION SPOTLIGHT: PRAYING FOR OUR MISSIONARIES–Adapted 

from Giving Ourselves to Prayer (Strategic Prayer for God’s Mission and Missionaries) by Mike Barnett 
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Children’s Chat 

Ok now that it is past Thanksgiving, I feel it is ok to start looking at Christmas.  It drives me nuts 
how the stores and ads start earlier and earlier each year trying to push Christmas.  If they were 
really pushing the true meaning of Christmas than I wouldn’t mind but all they are doing is trying 
to make an extra buck or two.  This season I encourage you to slow down enjoy the season with 
family and friends and remember the true meaning of Christmas.  For families with children still 
at home let me share an idea my kids came up with last year.  My kids came to Carolyn and I 
decided that they wanted to take less Christmas for themselves and use the money we saved on 
buying presents for the kids on the giving tree at church.  My kids had a blast Carolyn and I gave 
them each the money and they went out and purchased the toys and such for their child.  It was 
a highlight for our kids last year and we are looking forward to doing it again.  I encourage your 
family to join us and help make a special Christmas not only for the kids you help but for your 
kids as well. 
 
 I want to thank all who donated for the Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box project and 
for all those who worked in our collection site, collecting all the boxes from the community.    
After just two days of collections we have collected more than half of all the boxes we collected 
last year, so it looks like it will be a big year for us.  We have 12 people from West Side that 
went down to Charlotte and helped in the warehouse preparing the cartons for shipping.  Again 
thanks for all your time and effort to help make a child smile this year. 
 
 Children’s Christmas Party, Saturday. December 14th from 9:00-noon in the gym.  This 
party is for ages 3 and up and the kids will be busy decorating cookies, doing crafts and games. 
For more information or to volunteer to help at the party, see Brittany Hickerson or Lyndsey  
Russell.  
 
 A new Ministry for Boys Kindergarten-High School is starting here at West Side and it is 
called Trail Life, it is a Christian version of the Boy Scouts.  The Boy Scouts have made recent 
decisions that have caused them to leave their Christian Heritage, so we now have a National 
Organization to fill this void.  So now not only does West Side have American Heritage Girls for 
the Girls we now have Trail Life for Boys.  Trial Life will start in January, for more information 
you can search their website at http://www.traillifeusa.com/ or see me. 
  
 
 

http://www.traillifeusa.com/
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Support our Troops 

Chaplain Ben Dillon:                        

Ben and Dawn                    

67 Candler Ct.                    

Cameron, N.C. 28376 

 

   

Bible Trivia 

In what booK is the following 

verse, “Children obey your 

parents in all things, for this 

is well pleasing unto the 

Lord.”  ? 

SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             

CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

 

Which tribes settled 

east of the Jordan 

River? 

Rueben & Gad            

Numbers 32 

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    

Randy Anderson 

Bill Arnold              

Steve Baker 

Helen Hall 

Thelma Hymer 

John Layman 

Nilah Layman 

David Lively  

Marcia Martin-

Doris Quincy           

Mark Robinson 

Del Schanie  

Diane Scarth  

Gilberto Silva             

Bob Sizemore 

Frances 

Stephens          

Robby Stephens 

Mike Steward-

Pris Waldren  

Laura Wiley   

All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Sophie Bovenizer    

Barb Colwell                                                  

Mae Lasley                

Dale Richter         

Ruby Singleton            

Mag Thacker                          

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

Morris Dalton  

Callie Grubb  

Emily Kaufman 

Steve Knowles 

Bereavement 

 

Colossians 

Colossians 3:20                             

 

The local priest had a dilemma. He had a prominent church member, Placide Cappeau,  

who was more interested in his earthly businesses rather than in the Father’s heavenly 

business. A few weeks before Christmas 1847, he had an idea. To get Cappeau to refocus 

on the Lord, he asked him for a poem suitable for use during the Christmas Eve Midnight 

Mass. Cappeau agreed. 

Cappeau was a businessman by trade, but also wrote poetry for enjoyment. Before he could 

work on his poem, Cappeau had to travel to Paris on business. He thought about the events 

chronicled in the Book of Luke. By the time he arrived in Paris, Cappeau had finished his 

poem, which he titled “Minuit, Chretiens” (“Midnight, Christians”). 

While in Paris, he visited composer Adolphe Adam.  Although a prolific composer of operas 

(he wrote 53) and other compositions, Adam was famous for his score for the ballet, 

“Giselle” (1841). Cappeau showed him the manuscript and asked him to set it to music. 

Adam looked it over and liked it enough to agree to the request. Within a few days, Adam 

had created the stirring melody that we know and love today. 

After it premiered at the Christmas Eve Midnight Mass in 1847, the song became an      

immediate favorite inside and outside of the church. Within a decade, the song fell out of 

favor with French clergy, who banned it from church services. One bishop declared that it 

lacked “musical taste” and had a “total absence of the spirit of religion.” 

People, however, continued to sing it outside of the church. Because of Adam’s musical 

reputation, it also circulated in European musical circles. It was published in London in 

1855. The French brought it to the New World, where it became a favorite, although it still 

was sung in French.   A copy of “Minuit, Chretiens” crossed the desk of John Sullivan 

Dwight .  Dwight was an ordained minister, who suffered from stage fright so badly that he 

couldn’t maintain a pulpit ministry. Combining his knowledge of music and ministry, he 

founded an influential publication, “Dwight’s Journal of Music,” whose contents included 

history, criticism, and, of course, music. 

Dwight recognized the beauty and power of the music and words. He also recognized the 

song’s limitations because of the language barrier. He created a new set of lyrics, which he 

titled “O Holy Night.” Although an arrangement was found with an 1858 copyright, the 

source of first publication is doubt. It is assumed that Dwight first published it in his own 

journal in the late 1850s, but a copy containing “O Holy Night” hasn’t been found yet.  

By 1860, the song became a favorite in English as well. It became a particular favorite with 

abolitionists with the verse beginning, 

 “Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother,  And in His Name, all oppression shall 

cease.” 

The song continued to grow in popularity after the Civil War. Although it was sung by the 

“common folk,” it became an audience favorite with classically-trained performers. The 

song’s popularity grew beyond the churches and concert halls in ways that the composers 

never imagined. 

It was widely recorded for the phonograph market. The most popular recording was Enrico 

Caruso’s, where it peaked at No. 6 in 1916 and continues “in print” to this day. In the vinyl 

era, Luciano Pavorotti’s rendition was popular enough to become the title track of his 1976 

LP and the highlight of his Christmas TV special, which ran for many years. 

 “O Holy Night, the stars are brightly shining,                                                                                                                                              

It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth;                                                                                                                                                    

Long lay the world, in sin and error pining,                                                                                                                                                 

Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.                                                                                                                                                 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,                                                                                                                                          

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn;                                                                                                                                   

Fall on your knees, Oh hear the angel voices!                                                                                                                                     

O night divine, O night when Christ was born!                                                                                                                                               

O night, O holy night, O night divine.” 

--John Sullivan Dwight (1855) (translated from Cappeau, 1847) 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Ministry Team: 

Linda Keller          

513-312-3587                  

Pat Brunner  

 896-6168                                                                                                                 

Helen James  

 867-8221                                                                                               

December Prayer                      

Focus: 

 

Happy Birthday 

Jesus.    
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PRAYER MATTERS   from the Prayer Ministry Team 

Taken from the article Praying for Revival by Dave Butts.  

FASTING WEEK: December 22nd thru December 28th. Please pray and fast at 
least one meal for lost souls, church growth, church finances, our missionaries 
and that our nation will turn back to God. 

“Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you” (Psalm 
85:6)?  
Heaven-sent revival is our only hope. We don’t have answers. We don’t know 
what to do. We don’t have any programs in our churches that are changing 
whole communities and our society. It’s just not happening. What we need is 
God. 
 
How do you pray for revival? Psalm 85 is a good place to begin: “You showed 
favor to Your land, O Lord. You restored the fortunes of Jacob. You forgave the 
iniquity of Your people and covered all their sins. You set aside all Your wrath 
and turned from Your fierce anger. Restore us again, O Lord our Savior, and put 
away Your displeasure toward us. Will You be angry with us forever? Will You 
prolong Your anger through all generations? Will You not revive us again, that 
Your people may rejoice in You?” 
 
Based on that passage we will find ourselves praying, “Lord, revive us again, do 
it again in our day.” We will come before God saying, “Lord, this is what you 
have done and this is what we want you to do in our life and in our nation.” 
 
PRAYER: O Lord our Savior, we don’t need more programs and meetings in our 
church…we just need more of You. Draw our hearts close to Yours through 
prayer. We desire that intimate relationship that is above any other, and long for 
what You have done in the past by waking up Your people to the reality of Your 
Presence. Revive us again, Lord! We need You and only You, for You are our 
only hope!  
 

 
 
 



Page  7 Volume 28    Issue  12 
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Sample 



Page  11 Volume 28    Issue  12 

  



Volume 28    Issue  12 Page  12 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mount Healthy Christian Village Auxiliary Meeting 

October 14, 2013 

 

The Treasurer reported a balance of $7,373.39 The Fall Festival Craft Show was very   

successful with a profit of $2,395.76 

The Gift Shop reported the following donations since the last meeting: 

 $104.00—Organ Light 

 $ 2,260.00—Additional nurses’ stick 

 $ 1,500.00—Paintings 

The annual supply of salted and chocolate nuts will be available to purchase October 25th. 

Director of Food Services reported that she will be requesting funds to upgrade the food 

service possibilities in the 4-5N dining room. 

The Marketing/Admissions Director reported the following: 

 The annual Thanksgiving meal will be November 7th. 

 November 9th—Open House for prospective residents. 

Maintenance called attention to the new sign at the street entrance.   

Cincinnati Magazine is featuring “Best of the North” care facilities. Both Mason Christian 

Village and MHCV are being considered. (NOTE Both facilities were nominated and Mason 

Christian Village won.) 

The Council on Aging is completing it’s review. 

The Program and Activities Director reminded people that the Christmas Wish List gifts 

need to be dropped off at MHCV Reception Desk on or before Friday, December 13. 

The Christmas Event, “The Spirit of Christmas” - Saturday December 14th, 2:00-3:30 pm. 

is for the residents, their families, churches and the general public.  

REMEMBER: We need cookies and candy for the bake sale from both Auxiliary and Staff. 

Thanks to all who participated in the Jack Eick Walk-a-Thon.  

 

Next Meeting will be Monday, January 13, 2014     
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Mt. Healthy Christian Village 

Christmas Wish List 

 

Before we know it, Christmas will be here!! The Activity Staff at Mount Healthy  

Christian Village is planning for our annual Resident Christmas Celebration. Each year 

we enlist the help of generous “elves” such as you, to provide presents for the resi-

dents. With 170 residents and growing we need your help again this year. Below is a 

list of suggested items for gift giving.  

 

Nail Polish           Lap Robes    Audio Books  

Lipstick   Fleece Throws   Large Print Books 

Lotions   Sweaters    Crossword Puzzles 

Chapstick   Ladies Socks             Word Search Books 

Body Wash           Men’s Baseball Caps            Ladies Shirts 

Deodorant   Slipper Socks             Stuffed Animals 

After Shave           Men’s Socks             Men’s Shirts 

Perfume   Gift Cards    Costume Jewelry 

Boxes of Tissue  Sugar-Free Candy            Sweat shirts and pants  

 

If you would like to contribute but don’t have time to shop, consider purchasing a 

Mt. Healthy Christian Home Gift Shoppe or Hair Salon gift certificate. Wal-Mart or 

Kroger gift cards also make an easy to buy and much appreciated gift! 

 

All unwrapped gift donations should be dropped off at the Reception desk on or          

before Friday, December 13. Please be sure to include the donor name and address. 

 

Thank you for your generosity and your willingness to help make it a special             

Christmas for out residents! 
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 Small Groups that meet at the Kieser’s  December 10 at 7pm.  

 December 10th- Seniors on the Go  – Couch House Tavern at Berkley Square . Leave the 

church at 11:30am   

 Congregational Meeting December 8th 

 Christmas Dinner December 15th 12-2pm 

 Singing Seniors December 15th 6pm. 

 Church Office Closed December 24 and 25th. And January 1. 

******************************************************************************************** 

The secretary will be out of the office Monday, December 16th for her follow up endoscopy. The 

endoscopy for November was postponed due to illness. Please keep Ellen in your prayers. 

******************************************************************************** 

The January Caller deadline is December 16th. Due to the busy Christmas season, it is very           

important that everyone get their articles and information to the secretary by the deadline. Thank 

you for your cooperation.  

******************************************************************************** 

The family of Kevin Baker would like to thank each and everyone of our Christian family for all the 

cards, donations, and the wonderful luncheon.  Your thoughtfulness will always be remembered. 

        In Christian Love, Thanks Again, 

        Eva, Sam. Kim & Chris 

******************************************************************************** 

Dear Family and Friends, 

Thank you everyone who made my trip to Kenya possible. We made memories that will be with us 

the rest of our lives. There were twenty-four of us that went. 

We did a little sightseeing to unwind after our long flight and then had a full week of teaching and 

educating the people. 

The medical team saw over 800 people that week. I talked to teachers about how I cope with my 

disabilities, some taught VBS and crafts others did electrical work and some worked with their fire 

department and showed them ways to make things safer. All in all it was a most productive week. 

The Kenyan people couldn’t have been more gracious and seemed very happy to have us there.   

Sincerely, 

Dana Metcalf 

******************************************************************************** 

The Angel Tree for the children of the Christian Family Center will be available this year. See Carrol 

Combs or Phyllis Richardson for more information.      
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  Services 

Sunday: 

     Bible School       9:30 am 

 Worship Service   10:30 am  

 Evening Worship    6:00 pm 

 Youth Group     6:00 pm  

Wednesday: 

 Martial Arts Class                6:00 pm                                               

 Evening Bible Study             6:30 pm    

 Worship Team Practice        7:30 pm  

   

  

  

December 1       OCC Charlotte Mission Trip 

December 1       Budget & Finance Q & A          

December 8            Congregational Meeting                                            

December 10       Fun Bunch-Coach House   

        Tavern                                             

December 10      Small Group Kieser’s                      

December 14        Children’s Christmas Party  

December 15        Christmas Dinner                          

December 15        Singing Senior’s Evening         

                   Service                                  

December 16      Caller Deadline                                       

December 24        Church office Closed                   

December 25      Church Office Closed  

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

Operation Christmas Child 

Operation Christmas Child 

 

We would like to thank John Holbrock of Realty First for the use of his Box Truck for Operation  

Christmas Child.  

NOTE: The deadline to bring a  shoebox for OCC will be 12pm on Mon. Nov. 25th. If you are 

past this deadline you will have to mail the shoebox yourself. We cannot make exceptions. The 

van WILL NOT transport shoeboxes to Charlotte. (This is a safety issue.) Your cooperation is 

appreciated. 

Thank you to the American Heritage Girls.  Sunday night, November 17th, a church brought in 

536 boxes. The girls came down and helped pack all of them. They are a blessing. 

As of Thursday, we have collected 2,200 shoeboxes. 

Friday, the Journal News interviewed Bud Haacke and other church members about our OCC 

efforts. They were on channel 7 at 5pm on November 22. 

Please pray for safe travel for the OCC trip to Charlotte.  

 

  


